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When Donald Trump reared his head, vastly improving ratings for television’s empires with racist views, misogyny, and simplistic 
solutions, I had no doubt his pulpit would grow. Millions in our country are overwhelmed by vast changes on every front. As a 
result, they feel diminished, powerless, enraged. Trump offers an outlet through the selection of scapegoats for ridicule, and in 
doing so shows that any country can become vulnerable to the horror of pre-World War II Germany. But here’s what Trump does 
not know: Only those who hate themselves thrive on demeaning and shaming others.

Meanwhile, Hillary Clinton, surely the candidate with the brilliance, experience, and depth to be commander in chief, deal with 
world leaders, bring maturity and conscience to our Supreme Court, and protect our economy, has been mired in problems of 
long standing.

In some respects, Clinton has been her own worst enemy, taking too long admitting errors in judgment to voters, and in doing 
so giving her enemies continued ammunition gleefully used. Still, the obvious must be stated: Though her email decision was a 
fiasco, she sought privacy and protection due to continuous, relentless attacks throughout her public life.

Far too many voters do not see the best of Clinton and have no appreciation of all she has contributed, endured, and sacrificed. 
Instead, they see a woman they cannot relate to, one who delights in studying the minutiae of legal challenges yet creates legal 
chaos for herself. One who sees herself as above the laws that others follow and raise their children to follow. One with a husband 
she has remained devoted to and whose lack of impulse control has repeatedly shot her (and others) in the foot (and worse).

Of course, the Clintons’ marital relationship, choices, and decisions are private matters. However, the former president’s ill-consid-
ered airport ambush of Attorney General Loretta Lynch makes one wonder if he is having trouble adjusting to the fact that now is 
Hillary’s time, not his.

The toxic atmosphere that Trump thrives in, compounded by distrust of the Clintons, has not allowed the very best of Hillary Clin-
ton - how deeply she cares about all Americans - to be seen and appreciated. She must free herself from misunderstanding and 
distrust. But how? Three steps are necessary.

Clinton has taken a first step by taking responsibility for some of the actions and decisions that have hurt her. She is no longer 
blaming a lack of public trust on Republican attacks (although they are vicious and pitch to our worst possible instincts) or a right-
wing conspiracy (although the right wing has been out to destroy the Clintons from their first moments in public life).

A second step is that Bill Clinton must be reined in, and the best way for this to happen is the third step, selecting Joe Biden as her 
vice presidential choice. This choice will calm America, it will deactivate Bill, and it will shield Hillary.

Joe and Jill Biden are recognized as everyday people struggling with challenges and losses, expecting no entitlements, doing all 
they can to rebuild when calamity hits. This perception will help others appreciate Hillary in clearer perspective.

Our dangerous and precarious times are not ones for a vice presidential candidate, however skilled and charismatic, to learn on 
the job. Joe Biden is well-vetted and experienced, and has been involved in all of President Obama’s major decisions. His candida-
cy would offer no threat of distracting surprises.

The world mourned with the Biden family when their son Beau, Delaware’s former attorney general, died of brain cancer at age 46. 
Before being stricken, Beau was preparing to be deployed to Iraq. Any attempt to demean or ridicule Vice President Biden would 
result in public outrage. Deep respect for the Biden family would shield Clinton and allow her to compete by rising above ugliness 
(which will no doubt continue to come her way), and in this way expose the nature and inclination of those who thrive by attack-
ing and demeaning others.

Biden has said that he is not interested in serving as vice president when his term is over and plans to devote his energies to eradi-
cating cancer. However, if he is told he is needed, his patriotism will not allow him to refuse.

There is another type of vicious cancer - a societal one - that thrives on hate and divisiveness, and it is threatening the foundation 
of America. If Clinton and Joe Biden unite right here in Philly next week, that cancer will be cured.
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