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tion for domestic tranquillity. Sarah's in-
sistence that Hagar and Ishmael be sent
into the desert is understandable. '

But from the vantage point of trust be-
tween the descendants of Isaac and
those of Ishmael, the decision was a di-
saster. It eventually led to hundreds of
years of discord between Muslim and
Jew, between the descendants of the
“abandoned” child and the “chosen” one.

My life and work have taught me that
adults who have been abandoned as chil-
dren frequently develop dictatorial per-
sonalities to compensate for their empti-
ness and buried pain.

Or they select dictatorial partners,
confusing a “my way or the highway”
stance with one of strength — and they
pay a horrific price for their blindness,

T often see that in homes where dicta-
tors reign, hatred is born. Children in
these households know it is unaccept-
able, and ungafe, to express anger. And
s0 they find scapegoats.

The same blind attitudes and behav-
iors toward others that destroy marriag-
es and families can also harm societies.
And this is never so clear as it is in the
age-old relationship between Arab and
Israeli, Muslim and Jew.

Clearly, Ishmael and Hagar; in their re-
jection and abandonment, were treated
unjustly and dictatorially. But it has also
been their own dictatorial leadership that
has perpetuated the misery of their de-
scendants, with unelected Arab leaders
treating the Palestinians as pawns to pro-
tect the power of their own entrenched
;}nd corrupt regimes, denying them a
homeland even when it was offered.

Yasser Arafat has shown himself to be
a mere politician, jockeying endlessly for
power and survival, never a leader. Ariel
Sharon, on the other hand, was elected
in despair by a majority forced by
events into crying, “Never Again!”

But despite that despair, we Jews
must never lose sight of the fact that the

greatest antidote to hatred and seape-
goating is not violence — it is kindness
and decency. We must never forget what
the Jews owe to the descendants of
Hagar and Ishmael.

SHINING HISTORICAL example

of how fury can give way to re-
demption is the Marshall Plan that
cleared away the havoe and bitterness
of post-World War H Europe.

It is clear to me that the United States
and the international community must
create a Middle East Marshall Plan that
echaes this quality of hope. It must
come — and soon — but it can only fol-
low the negotiation and compromise
that will guarantee the safety and exist- -
ence of the state of Israel. )

Then, at long, long last, the descen-
dants of [saac and Ishmael may be en-
abled to live in peace and accommoda-
tion, if not in love and warmth.

If this does't happen, another holo-
caust will be upon us, and all of the

world's freedoms and opportunities
-- now in dire jeopardy -- will perish.

Sarakay Smullens is a Philadelphia family therapist.



